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Together for the Bays

Happy New Year from the St. Andrew and St. Joseph Bays Estuary
Program!

As we dive into 2025, we're thrilled to share the exciting initiatives and events lined up for the
months ahead. From new grants coming online to exciting Tides and Talks meetings and
outreach events, there is plenty to look forward to this year.

State of the Watershed Report


http://localhost:3000/decode_hex/68747470733a2f2f707265766965772e6d61696c65726c6974652e636f6d2f7234773767317a386f30

St. Andrew Bay Watershed Data Viewer

This data viewer serves as a companion to the State of the Watershed Report (SOWR) and is a tool that provides access to condition maps and data for metrics in the SOWR. On the home page you can
select buttons that willlink you to the SASJBEP website or Comprehensive Conservation and Management Plan (CCMP). Select one of the sections below to explore data used in the SOWR more closely,

scroll down to view a short introduction, or use the collapsible navigation bar on the leftto access a user guide and move between sections.
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Water & Sediment Ecosystem Extent & Natural Infrastructure
Quality & Quanity Quality

We're taking a moment to celebrate the completion of our first State of the Watershed Report!

This report provides a baseline of condition that can be used to measure progress in ecosystem

health and function in response to management actions. The SOWR evaluates 11 indicators and

31 metrics, offering a comprehensive assessment of key ecosystems and species and highlights
current conditions, trends, and maps to spatially illustrate the results.

Click the link below to view the dashboard:

View the Dashboard

Science Corner

FWC and volunteers rescue cold stunned sea turtles in St. Joseph Bay.



https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/8102695049f4484ebee4ae07e8285f76?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=estuary_exchange_january_2025&utm_term=2025-01-09

Chill Factor: What Freezing Events Mean for Wildlife

Temperature is an important factor contributing to many species’ survival and
expansion. Many of our species are sensitive to cold events, such as the one we're
experiencing this week, Some cold sensitive species we have in our watershed
include mangroves, sea turtles, manatees, and many others.

Freezing temperatures can impact how species function by impacting their
physiology (e.g., protein denaturation, membrane damage, DNA breakage) and
may cause long-term damage and even death. One way some species overcome
cold events is by altering the way they grow or finding warm water refuges.

For example, Black Mangroves can resprout post freezing events and typically
grow in a more shrub like fashion in areas more prone to cold events (you can see
this in St. Joseph Bay) while manatees find areas like springs that have more
consistent water temperatures.

You can see trends for days below freezing in counties in our watershed at the
tool here:
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Recent Revelant Research

Click the images to view articles.

Diamondback Terrapin
(Malaclemys terrapin)

Lachrymal gland (excretes salt)

Clutch (4-12 eggs)

Marshes to mangroves: Residential surveys Salt Marsh Habitats and Diamondback

reveal perceived wetland trade-offs for Terrapins in a Rapidly Changing Climate: A

ecosystem services. Review
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https://doi.org/10.1111/1365-2745.14296?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=estuary_exchange_january_2025&utm_term=2025-01-09

Tides & Talks
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January Topic: Recreational Fishing

AN
When: Thursday, January 16th, 3:00PM CDT STEWAR DSH,P FLUWS

Where: Destination Panama City, 101 West Beach Dr.

For more info go to:

sasjbep.org/events/tidesandtalks

Tides and Talks

Join us for Tides and Talks: Recreational Fishing!
This month's event features two incredible guest speakers:
Gina Alvarez, Division of Marine Fisheries Management, FWC
Stan Levanduski, Salt Strong Panama City Chapter

Gina will share insights into the status and management of local fish species, providing an
overview of how fisheries are monitored and maintained for sustainability.

Stan will introduce the Salt Strong Panama City fishing chapter, highlighting how it connects
anglers in Panama City and provides resources to enhance your fishing skills.

When: Thursday, January 16th
Where: Destination Panama City

Whether you're a seasoned angler or just getting started, this event is the perfect opportunity to
learn more about the science and communities behind recreational fishing.

Bring your questions and get ready for an engaging discussion!

Free and open to the public. Share and bring a friend!

Facebook Event Meeting Recordings


https://www.facebook.com/share/19twQyVGTx/?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=estuary_exchange_january_2025&utm_term=2025-01-09
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLYo5_AOIiEMYh6cyDnutfQK72bS4GMO10
https://fsu.zoom.us/j/95011392538?from=addon&utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=estuary_exchange_january_2025&utm_term=2025-01-09
https://www.facebook.com/share/cAPQvq5zjx37EgQT/?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=estuary_exchange_january_2025&utm_term=2025-01-09
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Stormwater Survey
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Help us understand stormwater
perception's by completing this short
survey!

wwwinkbio/s/sasjbep/stormwatersurvey

Help us inform future stormwater outreach and education by completing this
short, anonymous survey!

Click here to take the survey.

Thank you for your participation!

Community Events

Click the images to explore upcoming events throughout the St. Andrew Bay Watershed!
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Events in Panama City
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Events in Panama City Beach

Events in Gulf County

Gulf County Chamber of
Commerce - Events
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GULF TREE WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 13, 2025

TRAINING
WORKSHOP

FREE LUNCH INCLUDED

WintER Bay Day
CELEBRATION

rday, February 1, 2025
b

GULF TREE IS A CLIMATE

TOOL SELECTION GUIDE
FOR GULF OF MEXICO

STAKEHOLDERS

Gulf Tree Training Workshop Winter Bay Day

Learn how to utilize Gulf TREE to help find
relevant climate and resilience tools for your

Friends of St. Joseph Bay Preserves present a
day of education, shrimp and music. Learn
projects and research. Lunch Included! about the preserves and life along the bay.
When: Monday, January 13th There will be lots to see and lots to do. Best
of all, the Low Country Shrimp Boil will be
Where: Gulf Coast State College delicious — as always! Meet you on the deck

of the Visitor Center!

When: Saturday, February 1st

RSVP
Where: St. Joseph Bay Buffer Preserve

Learn More

Upcoming Meetings

Policy Board Meeting +

February 22nd 2025

1:00pm-3:00pm CST; Room A301 Deans Conference Room; FSU PC Holley Building

Join Zoom



https://www.eventbrite.com/e/gulf-tree-training-workshop-panama-city-gulf-coast-state-college-tickets-1110708070739?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=estuary_exchange_january_2025&utm_term=2025-01-09
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/gulf-tree-training-workshop-panama-city-gulf-coast-state-college-tickets-1110708070739?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=estuary_exchange_january_2025&utm_term=2025-01-09
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/gulf-tree-training-workshop-panama-city-gulf-coast-state-college-tickets-1110708070739?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=estuary_exchange_january_2025&utm_term=2025-01-09
https://www.facebook.com/events/1387698502211051/?privacy_mutation_token=eyJ0eXBlIjowLCJjcmVhdGlvbl90aW1lIjoxNzM2MzczOTg4LCJjYWxsc2l0ZV9pZCI6MzU5MDM2MDAxOTY4NDMyfQ%3D%3D&acontext=%7B%22feed_story_type%22%3A%2222%22%2C%22action_history%22%3A%22[%7B%5C%22surface%5C%22%3A%5C%22facebook_plugin%5C%22%2C%5C%22mechanism%5C%22%3A%5C%22feed_story%5C%22%2C%5C%22extra_data%5C%22%3A[]%7D]%22%7D&ref=embed_page&utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=estuary_exchange_january_2025&utm_term=2025-01-09
https://www.facebook.com/events/1387698502211051/?privacy_mutation_token=eyJ0eXBlIjowLCJjcmVhdGlvbl90aW1lIjoxNzM2MzczOTg4LCJjYWxsc2l0ZV9pZCI6MzU5MDM2MDAxOTY4NDMyfQ%3D%3D&acontext=%7B%22feed_story_type%22%3A%2222%22%2C%22action_history%22%3A%22[%7B%5C%22surface%5C%22%3A%5C%22facebook_plugin%5C%22%2C%5C%22mechanism%5C%22%3A%5C%22feed_story%5C%22%2C%5C%22extra_data%5C%22%3A[]%7D]%22%7D&ref=embed_page&utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=estuary_exchange_january_2025&utm_term=2025-01-09
https://www.facebook.com/events/1387698502211051/?privacy_mutation_token=eyJ0eXBlIjowLCJjcmVhdGlvbl90aW1lIjoxNzM2MzczOTg4LCJjYWxsc2l0ZV9pZCI6MzU5MDM2MDAxOTY4NDMyfQ%3D%3D&acontext=%7B%22feed_story_type%22%3A%2222%22%2C%22action_history%22%3A%22[%7B%5C%22surface%5C%22%3A%5C%22facebook_plugin%5C%22%2C%5C%22mechanism%5C%22%3A%5C%22feed_story%5C%22%2C%5C%22extra_data%5C%22%3A[]%7D]%22%7D&ref=embed_page&utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=estuary_exchange_january_2025&utm_term=2025-01-09
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Management Council Meeting +

February 14th, 2025

10am-12pm CST; Room A301, Deans Conference Room; FSU PC Holley Building

Science and Technical Committee Meeting +

January 16th, 2025

1:00 - 2:30 PM CDT; FSU PC Administrative Building Conference Room 108; Zoom
Meeting ID: 9512894 7956

Stormwater Working Group

February 12th, 2025

10am-11am CDT; Virtual only. Join on Teams: Meeting ID: 282 949 018 873 Passcode:
PuMb83

Teen Outreach Committee Meeting +

January 25th, 2025

Join the TOC

Tides and Talks +

January 16th, 2025 3:00pm CST

January Topic: Recreational Fishing

Learn More


https://fsu.zoom.us/j/98734314411?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=estuary_exchange_january_2025&utm_term=2025-01-09
tel:951 2894 7956
https://fsu.zoom.us/j/95128947956?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=estuary_exchange_january_2025&utm_term=2025-01-09
tel:282 949 018 873
https://fsu.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_b4bVQYFWdM5mXYi?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=estuary_exchange_january_2025&utm_term=2025-01-09
http://sasjbep.org/events/tidesandtalks?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=estuary_exchange_january_2025&utm_term=2025-01-09

To access all past meeting materials, notes, and presentations, visit our Library of Resources
page on our website. Link directly by clicking below!

Library of Resources

Florida State University Panama City Campus Map

Volunteer Opportunities

SASJ BAYS
VOLUNTEER NETWORK

JOIN THE
VOLUNTEER
NETWORK!

Interested in getting involved in protection'and
restoration efforts within the St. Andrew Bay
Watershed?

Join Our Email List!

SASJ Bays Volunteer Network connects
organizations across the watershed with
citizens looking for an opportunity to get
involved.

« Organizations: Connect with volunteers for
your events

« Volunteers: Learn about volunteer

opportunities from our partners all across the
watershed

HTTPS://LISTS.FSU.EDU/MAILMAN/LISTINFO/
JOIN NOW @ VOLUNTEER-SASJBEP

St. Andrew and St. Joseph Bays'Estuary Program

The SAS] Bays Volunteer Network connects organizations with passionate members of the
community that are interested getting involved. Join the email list to receive updates on
upcoming volunteer opportunities from across the partners across the watershed and share
organized events with others!

Join the Email List
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Job Opportunities

Choctawhatchee Basin Alliance

e Education Technician

e Education and Outreach Specialist

City of Panama City

e Environmental Compliance Inspector
Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission

* OPS Fisheries & Wildlife Biological Scientist IlI
FSU Coastal Marine Lab

e Multiple Positions

Follow us on Facebook!

= St. Andrew and St. Joseph Bays Estuary Program @ 0
2025-01-08

Meet the Pine Snake—a fascinating and elusive resident of our watershed’s
upland habitats! This state-designated Threatened species is non-
venomous and can grow up to an impressive 7 feet long. With dark
blotches in shades of brown or reddish-brown and a white belly, they are
masters of camouflage. Pine Snakes are fossorial, spending much of their
time underground in pocket gopher burrows, using their cone-shaped head
perfectly adapted for burrowing. When threatened, they put on an
impressive defensive display by inflating their bodies, hissing loudly, and
vibrating their tails against leaf litter—sometimes even striking! As
predators of pocket gophers, they play a crucial role in maintaining the
balance of our ecosystem.

Photo: Billy Moore, FWC
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Contact us at estuaryprogramepc.fsu.edu

St. Andrew and St. Joseph Bays Estuary Program
4750 Collegiate Drive
Panama City, FL 32405

pc.fsu.edu/sasjbep
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